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the reformed religion. For a time she offered
religious tolerance, but within a few months she
had begun her persecution of the Reformers and
had seized Cranmer and Latimer.
Both Protestant and Catholic preachers were
invited to apply for licences in the early days of
Mary's reign, but Knox did not dare to make
application. He was marked out by having been
one of the late king's six preachers ; he had never
mixed his words in speaking of Mary ; and he
had a reputation as being among the most bitter
opponents of Catholicism. Although the danger
was acute 3 howrever, he did not give up his
preaching. He undertook several tours in the
country, and delivered sermons even in London.
When the heresy hunt was pursued more vigor-
ously in the capital, he returned to Newcastle.
Although among the people to whom he had
ministered, he still felt unsafe in Newcastle. He
was urged to follow the example of other Protest-
ants and flee to the Continent, but Knox hesitated
to leave England. It seemed cowardice to flee
when other preachers were nobly carrying on the
work at the risk of life and liberty.
With the accession of the new ruler, his hopes of
winning Marjory Bowes for his wif^ seemed to
have disappeared. She and her mother were
staunch Protestants, but her father had never been
enthusiastic for the reformed religion. When
Knox presented himself "to Sir Robert Bowes,